
Thursday December 07, 2017 QUEENSLAND COUNTRY LIFE - SOUTHERN EDITION 51queenslandcountrylife.com.au

FLOCK

Editorial committee
Nicole Sallur (DAF)

Enquiries
Nicole Sallur
Phone: 07 4530 1270; Mobile: 0427 603 241
Email: nicole.sallur@daf.qld.gov.au
©The State of Queensland, Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries, 2016

Reproduction of articles
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries welcomes reproduction
of articles appearing in this newsletter providing the source is
acknowledged, the article is reproduced in full and technical
information is confirmed with the editor before publication, ensuring the
recommendations are still accurate at the time of reprinting.
The Queensland Government shall not be liable for technical or other
errors or omissions contained herein. To the extent permitted by
law, the reader/user accepts all risks and responsibilities for losses,
damages, costs and other consequences resulting directly or indirectly
from using the information contained herein. Advertisements included
in this edition were accepted on the understanding that they complied
with the relevant provisions of the Competition and Consumer Act and
with the Australian Association of National Advertisers Code of Practice.
No endorsement by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries
is intended or implied by the advertisement of any product in Flock talk.

Leading Sheep
– equipping progressive and
thriving producers for the future

Have you thought about a career in the sheep
and wool industry? This edition of Flock Talk
focuses on a couple of different ways you too
can get involved in the industry.

The first is a story about a young shearer from
Barcaldine, who is now running his own shearing
team. Andrew Ross gives his tips for becoming a
shearer and why he loves it and reckons others
should try shearing.

In the second story, Dave Owens talks about how
he turned his dream of owning his own property
into a reality. And in particular how he set up his
own crutching team to finance the property and
give him cash flow.

Hopefully these two stories will inspire you to get
involved in the sheep and wool industry – who
knows you may just love it!

On another note members of the three regional
Leading Sheep committees met in Charleville a
couple of months ago to identify their priorities
for Leading Sheep’s future. This information was
presented to the project advisory panel who used
it (as well as other sources) to determine the
vision, objectives and targets of a ‘new’ Leading
Sheep project.

Thanks to all those who were involved in
these meetings and to the many others across
Queensland who provided their feedback via a
phone or on-line survey. Your thoughts and ideas
are appreciated and were used to shape the
direction of Leading Sheep going forward.Watch
this space for more details about the future
priorities for Leading Sheep.

You can connect with Leading Sheep on
Facebook and join our mailing list at
www.leadingsheep.com.au.

Nicole Sallur, editor, Leading Sheep project
manager and senior extension officer
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries

Barcaldine tradie
swaps wood for wool
Barcaldine’s Andrew Ross is candid when asked why he became a shearer. It was about money, and
he jokingly adds, proving to his mum he could endure the heat and hard work.

The young tradie from western Queensland was
a qualified cabinet maker before he opted to
follow in his father’s footsteps and become a
shearer. He hasn’t looked back since.

He is one of a growing number of young people
joining the wool industry as sheep make a
comeback across the state.

“I took a break from cabinet making to work
in the sheds for my parents’ contracting
business,” he said.

“Then, a couple of New Zealand shearers who
were working in the team started to teach me to
shear and I really enjoyed it.

“So I asked Dad if I could work in the shed as a
shearer and he happily offered me a shearing
job in his team. Mum wasn’t quite as keen
on the idea, she didn’t think I would handle
working in the heat.”

But in the two years since he stepped on
the board he hasn’t seriously thought about
returning to his first trade.

“When sheep numbers started falling a decade
or so ago so did the jobs in the industry, but
now as sheep numbers increase so are the
opportunities for employment, particularly
because there aren’t that many shearers
around now,” Mr Ross said.

“The drought had a big impact on sheep
numbers, but good winter rain and the
construction of exclusion fencing to protect
sheep from wild dogs, has resulted in more
sheep coming back into the region.

“More shearers are needed here right now. In
the past we have had to split into two teams to
meet the demand from industry and it is looking
like it will reach that stage again.”

Shearing is not just another job for the young
western Queenslander, who says the ‘social’
environment of the shed makes it more than a
workplace.

“I really enjoy it as a job. You are meeting new
people all the time and there is a great sense of
satisfaction when you complete one shed and
head on to the next.

“I also like the travel: you are shearing in a new
environment, a new place, every week.

“People come from all over Australia and even
across the world to work in the sheds so you
make new connections from anywhere.”

Then there is the issue of economics: the
former tradie says working as a shearer pays
‘significantly’ better than cabinet making.

“You just can’t beat the money and because
shearers are low in numbers in the industry
at the moment they are in demand, so the job
security is great.”

It is one of the reasons he has become a quietly
spoken advocate of the industry.

“If you have a good work ethic and want to
give it a go and get involved there are a lot of
job opportunities. Just in our team alone, we
are always looking for rouseabouts or wool
pressers to fill in.

“They can be long, hot days, but doing a
job well and being paid well can be very
rewarding.”

He has now taken over his parents’ team and
is committed to encouraging others to get
involved in the industry.

“I am loving it. It is a great industry to be a part
of and if anyone out there is interested I would
really recommend giving it a go.”

Watch this short video (2mins 40secs) to
hear more from Andrew Ross about why he
recommends anyone giving shearing a go:
http://bit.ly/2fZeuyH

Andrew Ross from Barcaldine loves being a shearer and
encourages anyone who is interested to give it a go.

Members of the regional Leading Sheep committee voting for
future priorities of Leading Sheep

Why try shearing?
• Increasing job opportunities as
sheep numbers rise.

• Shearing can pay more than
conventional trades, like cabinet
making.

• Shearers are in demand so job
security is high.

ONLINE www.ruralbookshop.com.au EMAIL ruralbookshop@theland.com.au
PHONE 1800 025 308 POST Rural Bookshop, PO Box 399, North Richmond, NSW, 2754.
(Money order/cheque payable to Rural Bookshop - Include phone and address) All prices include GST, postage and handling.

$55.00 $43.00

THE FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS
OF AUSTRALIA
Graham Pizzey / Frank Knight

Australia’s most up-to-date and comprehensive
bird guide. The Field Guide to the Birds of Australia
was first published in 1980, and has been
regularly revised and updated since. Now fully
revised and updated by Sarah Pizzey - this is the
essential reference for every bird enthusiast.

BACKYARD CHICKENS
Dave Ingham

Whether you’re already keeping chickens
or an absolute beginner getting a couple
of chooks. Advice on how to start, housing
and feeding, settling chickens in with other
pets, troubleshooting, and the (minimal)
commitment required to keep your backyard
hens healthy and happy.

$69.95

THE HOUSE AND GARDEN
AT GLENMORE
Mickey Robertson
A PASSION FOR HOME...Twenty-five years
ago an impulsive decision to buy a collection
of historic, but dilapidated, colonial farm
buildings in New South Wales, thus beginning
an unplanned, but intensely emotional,
journey of restoration and renewal.

THE FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS BACKYARD CHICKENSTHE HOUSE AND GARDEN
ruralbookshop.com.aururalbookshop.com.au
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Right starter business can help you buy your
own rural property
Like a lot of young people working in rural industry, Longreach’s Dave Owens dreamed of buying his own property.
Today his dream is a reality thanks to some strategic business ventures.

The western Queensland sheep and wool
producer advises others with the same life
goals to be prepared to start in businesses
with a quick monetary turn-over, like shearing,
sheep trading and selling wool.

Today he owns Somerset, a 10,000ha grazing
property, 70kms south of Longreach, running
up to 8000 Merino ewes. For the past nine
years he has also operated his own contract
crutching team travelling and working
throughout western Queensland.

He admits managing two businesses at once
could be challenging, but he credits an ability
to juggle a hectic schedule with helping him
achieve his goal of buying his own property.

“There are so many opportunities to get ahead
in the wool industry. Before I bought my own
place, I was trading sheep because they were
affordable and were a more reliable option than
cattle – there has always been money in them,”
Mr Owens said.

“If you start off creating quick turn-overs
through sheep trading, shearing and selling
wool it can help you get ahead and it was
these businesses that helped me make enough
money to buy Somerset.

“When I first bought Somerset it was a low
input property with nearly every paddock having

access to an open water source. So this meant
I was able to keep travelling away with my
contracting business, because I could be gone
for five to six days and know the sheep had
access to water.

“It also meant I had a profitable off-farm
business. The income I was receiving from
contract crutching gave me a quick cash flow
and having that second income meant the bank
took me seriously. It also allowed me to develop
and make improvements on Somerset, which
meant I could grow that side of my business
financially.”

When it came to property ownership, Mr Owens
said a focus on improving sheep production
rates proved a key driver to increasing
profitability. He is also a staunch advocate of

effective record keeping, both on-property and
in the office.

“From the start it is important to keep an eye
on costs: you need to crunch hard numbers.
It’s also a good idea to speak to someone else
in the business who has had some experience
and tips for keeping on top of expenses,”
he said.

“For example, when I first started out, I spent
a lot of time with stock on agistment before I
realised the finances weren’t working out for
my business. If you’re going to get into the
agricultural game, work out your numbers and
finances first. It can make a major difference to
success or failure, especially when you are first
starting out.”

At a personal level he said operating multiple
businesses has also allowed him to spread risk
to a certain extent and there was an upside to
juggling the roles of sole producer and running
a contracting team.

Looking forward, Mr Owen has plans to
continue to improve his Merino flock and
expand his property portfolio. And his advice for
those weighing up a future in agriculture?

“To get ahead you really have to love the
industry. It’s a tough environment but can pay
off if you work smart.”

Watch this short video (4mins 28 secs) to learn
more from Dave Owens about owning his own
property and running a contract crutching
business: http://bit.ly/2guJPK2

Longreach’s Dave Owens turned his dream of buying his own property into a reality by starting out in a business with a quick monetary turn-over.

Three tips for buying your
own property
• Start in a business with a quick,
monetary turn-over, eg shearing,
sheep trading

• Be prepared to continue to work
off-farm

• Be an effective record keeper, and
develop your financial knowledge.

Departing Australia on the 29th of April
for arrival in London on the 30th of April.

Departing Hong Kong on the 17th of May
to arrive back in Sydney on the 18th of May.

for arrival in London on the 

JUST SOME OF THE HIGHLIGHTS...
✓ Newmarket Gallops, watch the Godolphin team in action.
✓ Private visit to Luca Cumani’s yard.
✓ Meet the Queen’s show horse trainer, Katie Jerram and her English Show Team. Enjoy Katie’s

hospitality for a traditional English dinner.
✓ Witness the crème of the crop at the Royal Windsor Show, including scrumptious dinner whilst

enjoying the beauty and fanfare of the dressage freestyle.
✓ Badminton at its Best - Behind the Stable Door private tour, and enjoy luxurious dining at the

Portcullis Club witnessing the best riders in the world.

JOIN US ON THE HOLIDAY OF A LIFETIME

LIMITED BOOKINGS ONLY TO CATER FOR THE UNIQUE VISITS ON THIS AMAZING TOUR.
Register your interest now - contact Kerri Cock, General Manager, Horse Deals on 08 8725 4744 or email kerri@horsedeals.com.au

Tour and travel plans proudly managed by Quadrant Australia Pty Ltd 1300 301 128

the 2018 Horse Deals Tour to the UK
This holiday

is like no other -
unique offerings
only for our
guests.Hosted by Dale Plumb


