Predator Control Field Days: Wean More Lambs & Calves
Tarbarah, Blackall 23rd; Hazelwood, Isisford 24th & Dunluce, Hughenden 26th Sept 2008
INTRODUCTION

The three Predator Control Days were organized as a direct result of the widespread losses of both sheep and cattle in the north and central west regions and the interest being demonstrated for guard animals such as Alpacas and Maremmas as  alternative methods of protection. A large number of sheep and wool growers are leaving the industry due to severe losses of up to 30 -40% lambs and even higher incidence of dog bites to stock, caused by wild dogs and other predators. In the north and central west regions Leading Sheep and AWI Bestprac  joined forces to promote the concept of “integrated pest management control “ providing a forum for producers. 

The aims of the field day were to:

1.  Gain increased participation by all stakeholders, in managing predators.

2.  Learn about the state-wide and national coordination programs being run.

3.  Learn about the latest research in wild dog behaviours and seasonal

    movements and the implications of this on coordinated control campaigns.

4. Learn first-hand from local producers as to how to establish various alternative 
    strategies such as using Maremma dogs, Donkeys and Alpacas as guard 

    animals.
5. Demonstrate the art of trapping and dog calling.

6. Understand the importance of developing a strategic approach to predator control for individual businesses and to work with neighbours and other stakeholders in a coordinated manner. 

The field days were developed by Leading Sheep and Grazing BestPrac with financial assistance from “Blueprint for the Bush”(Agforce Qld), DPI&F, AWI, MLA, McKinlay Shire Council, Blackall Tambo Regional Council, Longreach Regional Council, Winton Shire Council, Australian Wool Network and Flinders River Lamb.

Predators are possibly the largest single cost to most rural businesses operating in the north and central west regions and with a proactive, coordinated approach, the losses can be minimized by thinking outside the square and working together. While producers have little control over drought, rising interest rates, fuel prices and pressures experienced from regulations introduced over recent years, wild dog and other predator control is one area where a coordinated, ‘nil-tenure’ approach from producers, local government and other government and producer bodies can work. Wild dogs are everyone’s problem including those that reside in local towns. The economic flow-on impact is real and filters back through to local towns and regions.

The National Scene (Wild Dog Coordiantion)

Greg Mifsud (National Wild Dog Facilitator)
National Wild Dog Management: A Uniform Approach

· A uniform approach to wild dog management is nothing new. In the past the erection of dog proof fencing across three states to protect prime grazing lands from dog predation was extremely effective. 
· 80 years later times have changed and the issue itself is more complex than ever. Wild dogs now occur inside the fence and while their numbers vary between states landholders are suffering from some degree of predation by dogs inside that fence. 
· Even the species we are trying to control isn’t uniform anymore. From what we might consider pure dingoes, to hybrids which we often can’t determine until we look at their DNA, and then there are also impacts from roaming domestic dogs. 
· Despite these differences however at any one location we may in fact be dealing with impacts from all three types of dogs.
· In addition to the dogs themselves changes in primary production, the demographic of people in rural areas and their attitudes to control have certainly changed. 
Development of a National Wild Dog Management Project

· Given the ever changing complexity of wild dog issues around Australia a new approach to management was required. 
· At an Invasive Animals Cooperative research Committee (IACRC) workshop in October 2005, representatives from various agencies and stakeholder groups from across Australia acknowledged the need to have a strategic approach to wild dog management applied nationally. The planning process to be promoted would mirror that of the Nil tenure approach developed in NSW.
· From this meeting the Invasive Animals CRC project “Facilitating wild dog management throughout Australia” was developed and one of the key outcomes was the appointment of a National Wild Dog Facilitator.
· The facilitator would operate between state and local government agencies, landholder groups and non-government organisations to broker agreements between these parties to implement wild dog management programs. 
· Direction and evaluation of the project is provided by a steering group comprised of representatives from State Agencies and industry groups affected by wild dog issues. 
Role of the National Wild Dog Facilitator

· Raise the profile of wild dog management across the country and highlight the importance of integrated and strategic management of wild dogs on a regional and local scale;

· Develop management plans that reflect adaptive management principles and apply a various range of control methodologies;

· Highlight priority areas for management, research and dingo conservation;

· Promote the development of communication networks between wild dog management groups, managers and researchers within and across the states for a rapid flow of information;

· Identify current education and training programs for the control of wild dogs and promote the development of National training schemes which provide a standardized approach to vertebrate pest control across the country.

· In the first year of the project the position has focused on developing wild dog management plans in Queensland while maintaining links with the other states to provide a central point of communication between stakeholders, researchers and wild dog managers.
Development of Local Area Management Plans

· Determine the scale at which the development of a plan will be effective at both the landscape and administrative level. In Queensland that scale was based on local government or shire boundaries as they have primary responsibility for wild dog management under state legislation. 

· Secondly divide the shire into smaller local area planning groups in order to develop plans, with a key stakeholder in each area. The way in which these local planning groups are developed can vary. It can either be based on the landscape within the area such as catchments or ecosystem types or some other form of administrative boundary such as community groups, parish boundaries or wild dog control syndicates. 

· Using satellite maps for each of the areas we begin collecting information on wild dogs for that group. Landholders from each of these areas or groups are then asked to provide information on wild dog activity in their area. The type of information collected from landholders regarding wild dogs includes information on wild dog activity such as their movements, breeding sites and areas of stock loss both current and historic. 

· In addition to information on wild dog activity landholders are also asked to provide information on the type and distribution of control they do on their own properties. This may include dog proof fencing, trapping, baiting (both ground and aerial) or the use of guard animals

· Once this information is collated and mapped the group then begins looking at avenues for management including different types of control and how to foster greater participation from the rest of the community

·  I am currently working with three local governments in Queensland all of which have unique management issues. These include, Blackall-Tambo Regional Council, Flinders Shire Council, Paroo Shire Council

· Local area management plans are then developed through consultation with landholders resulting in an annual operational plan that outlines how and when wild dog control programmes will be implemented in the shire. 

Benefits of the Planning Process

· Increased communication between stakeholders has resulted in greater participation. 

· Development of a communication plan has resulted in earlier notification and better preparation for control programs.

· Where 1080 is used, baiting campaigns are generally more successful as a result of better placement of baits following the planning process. Additional refinement of the baiting process, i.e. seasonal timing, bait type or the time they are put out also increases chance of successful reduction in dog numbers

· The planning process may identify key movement corridors where dogs that have impacts far and wide can be controlled before they cause any damage further a field;

· Each local area plan is developed in recognition of adjoining plans in order to shut down movement corridors and breeding sites;

· Monitoring programs put in place to measure wild dog activity allowing for proactive control and provide feedback on the effectiveness of control, while providing information on biodiversity.

· Non-target bait uptake by foxes has great benefits to biodiversity as well as making wild dog traps more effective for targeting problem dogs;

ALPACAS  IN WESTERN QUEENSLAND
By Andrew Martin, “Toolmaree” Charleville
I have no idea who introduced me to the idea of using Alpacas as guardian animals, but when the idea had set in , there was a reasonable amount of information out there.
Some of the web sites that have background info; West Australia Dept of Ag  notes,;NSW Dept. Ag notes; Alpaca Asn. Of Australia site has links through to some of the above. Also good old Google; just tap in “Alpacas” and you are on a grand tour.

 A point to remember though is that nearly every other alpaca grower in Australia it would seem has only intensive type operations, so their advice on management needs to be treated with some caution. For example ; worms; non existent to my knowledge out here, but the palava you get on pourons vs oral etc is mind blowing. I have tested the dung a number of times and no one can get a culture let alone find eggs of any description. Toe nails and teeth seem to occupy a lot of intensive management time; not at “Toolmaree” though ! I have seen them in the wild and on extensive farms in South America and none of the above applies. They do not get lice, they do not get blown and being a camel they love to browse. We shear at around 12 months, but I have seen 5 years growth and while they were delighted to be shorn, they were in good shape under it all. I can’t say that the wool is worth anything because we still have it all here, although I’m sure the spinners and weavers of the world would love some of it. There is a cooperative on the north coast I think for alpaca, and they would I’m sure take it , but to get it there etc. has thus far not inspired me.

 The wisdom seems to be that wethers are the most effective guardians, and it is probably right, but we do have a good number of entires and they are pretty aggressive towards all things. Some of the wisdom says that entires will try and ride ewes, I have seen no evidence of that.  We are breeding a few, and whilst it is not altogether a howling success, there are a fair number of young ones here. If the season is crook, the pregnant and freshly lactatying females will need looking after, good Lucerne hay mostly. The females we have are all culls from bigger operations around Bowral, so I guess we are up against it a bit. Gestation is 11months, they are always born in daylight hours and take 18 months to fully mature, but can be weaned at 10 months or so. I just let their mothers wean them in the paddock which may or may not be good practice.

Depending on the dog problem you will need  at least 6 with a “mob”. If you just have one or two dogs here and there every now and then, 6 or so will be quite effective. If the dog problem is a bit worse than that, we have found that about 12 to 1000 ewes is the minimum, anything more is a bonus. We see the “boys” with the sheep sometimes, sometimes they will be on their own away from the sheep, and other times somewhere in between. The fact is that if there is a disturbance somewhere in the paddock, they will hear it and they can travel long distances very quickly. I witnessed my first 6 galloping 2 km or more to my neighbor’s car that had pulled up in the middle of a mob of lambing ewes. Two of them actually struck the car, while the other four got in amongst the lambs and spat/squealed etc until the poor girl drove off with her eyes as big as spotlights !! I have also heard reports of a local  producer driving up to a trough only to see a dog drinking at the trough, being watched from a distance by 6 alpacas that he was trialing on loan from a neighbor He took great delight telling me that alpacas were useless. Upon further interrogation he admitted there were no sheep losses in that paddock, but there were losses in the next paddock, where there were NO alpacas! The world is a strange place, and one has to mostly rely on one’s own experiences!!

 An Alpaca will (at last look) cost $400 /$600, some of course will be cheaper and  can sometimes be found in the QCL or even in Sunshine coast classifieds. The best to get are the “rouge” animals from those little goat blocks, because they are just showing their natural aggressiveness. That is obviously not always possible, so the odd older rouge in with a few younger ones is not a bad mix. They live for 15/ 20 years, so an age mixture is probably advisable.                                           I am happy to provide names etc. of people who sell alpacas, but it is not an easy procedure in general, especially if you are after numbers. Please ring at any time to discuss any of these issues.

Contact: Andrew Martin “Toolmaree” Charleville 4470. ( 07) 46549317; 0428549367 

ALPACAS AT LONGREACH

by Pat Hegarty, “Colanya” Longreach
In 2005 I started researching the use of Alpacas as guardians in sheep flocks.

We were having increased wild dog activity in our area and despite aerial baiting annually in the rougher country to our southern and western sides and numerous private baitings, it was obvious that the problem was not going to disappear. Determined to continue our sheep enterprise on  “ Colanya” I was keen to try the Alpaca to add another string to our bow, along with baiting and trapping to try to keep the dog attacks to a minimum. I read all I could find on the internet on the alpaca, and started ringing a few people who had adds in the Queensland Country Life and The Land with stock for sale.

I found that most of the people I rang had very little experience with the alpaca as a guard animal, and most had very few for sale that I considered would make suitable guardians in a paddock bigger than a back yard. One person gave me the name of a Mr Bill Robbins who had a property on the Southern side of the Mt Kosciusko National  Park.  I rang Bill and had a good talk about the alpaca and what I planned to try. He was in an area with bad dog problems and swore by the alpaca, provided you could obtain the right ones. Theses days with most alpaca used for pets and fibre production, he thought that a lot of breeders were breeding the aggression out of the animals and their suitability as good guardians was diminishing. He could not advise where to obtain the right stock , and thought it was a matter of pot luck with purchasing good guard animals. I was advised to use all wethers as the entire males tended to be a bit hard on sheep and were far too expensive along with females.  Bill also thought that a rate of around 1 alpaca to every 300 sheep was necessary for good flock protection. 

With the bigger areas in western Queensland , he thought that may need to be doubled to give the guards a chance to cover the country. I was convinced though that I wanted to try the alpaca on our property. As I mentioned earlier it was difficult to find many places that had any number for sale. Most breeders only had 1or2 or sometimes 3 for sale and this I thought made getting the animals to Longreach very expensive. Eventually I found Bonnievale Alpacas at Wellington in NSW owned by John & Julie Lawrie. They have a herd of around 300. I was able to purchase 16 from their property and had them trucked to Longreach in a stock truck. My plan was to split the mob into four mobs of 4 and place one mob in each of my paddocks that consistently got the most dog attacks. That was in July 2006.

It was disappointing that by January  7 had died. To this day I don’t know why. We had very good feed through 2006 . John Lawrie thought that the reason may have been that I split the mob and that they were fretting for their regular companions. I feel it was more likely something they ate that didn’t agree with them. Possibly Pimelea. In August 2007 I purchased another 12 from the same supplier. This time I kept them all together in the mob they came in and they still are today. Unfortunately another 6 died.

All the alpacas that have been at Colanya now for 12 months or more are quite OK. It seems to be in the first 6 months that the mortality rate is at its highest. It was disappointing from the point of view of cost as well as not having the numbers that I wanted to spread around our sheep flock. I am still not deterred as the longer we have the wethers here the more convinced I am that they are helping with the dog problem.

We have not seen any direct aggression to wild dogs or any dead dogs that we thought the alpacas might have done over. We have seen aggression from the alpaca towards sheep dogs when mustering and always try to avoid having our working dogs near them. Having said all that I must say that this year we have had more wild dog activity in our region than ever, and have had very few attacks on our sheep. We have not had a bitten sheep since February 2008, and those sheep came out of a paddock with no alpacas in there.

We scan our ewes each year and this year had an average 94% conception rate across all our ewes. Two years ago we had some mobs of older breeders scanning 64% where dogs had been giving them a hard time. I can’t prove that the alpaca assisted with this result but we are quietly confident that they are helping. I see a lot of Alpaca tracks around our boundary where the wethers go walk about at times. It is very stony country and hard on their feet but they walk it quite often. I can only hope they are looking for intruders and bluffing them off the place.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LEE ALLEN

Robert Wick Pest Animal Research Centre 
Biosecurity/DPI&F 
Toowoomba 
QLD 4350 
07 46881397 (wk) 
07 46881448 (fax) 

Lee Allen joined the Queensland Government in 1982 and has been involved in vertebrate pest management across Queensland ever since. After completing a PhD research project during the 1990s that found that 1080 baiting can increase calf predation losses in some circumstances, he has investigated large-scale baiting progams, alternative control methods and more recently, the dispersal and seasonal movements of wild dogs. A member of Invasive Animal CRC and the national wild dog control coordination committee, Lee continues to co-supervise tertiary students and conduct cutting edge research into wild dog management issues as a Senior Zoologist at the Robert Wicks Pest Animal Research Centre for Biosecurity Queensland.
GUARD DONKEYS
BY BRUCE AND ANGELA MCLEISH

MCLEISH MERINO MANAGEMENT

“WARAHGAI”

KARARA  QLD  4352

Telephone:
07 46674114

Mobile:
0428877986

The following notes are from our experience over the last eighteen months.  They are indicative only of our own experience and opinions, and we have had no previous knowledge/experience/training on the breeding and training of ‘guard donkeys’

We are situated 55km west of Warwick in the Traprock region, and are boarded along our southern boundary by the rabbit fence/dog fence.  Previously in our district,  we would usually encounter one or two wild dog attacks per year, if that, but in the last eighteen months wild dog attacks have been much more prevalent and regular.  There has been 61 wild dogs trapped, shot, baited or run over in the last fourteen months in a 25 km radius of Karara.  We are a district which ‘baits’ regularly and are vigilant about wild dogs.

We alone have lost 400 sheep , 200 full wool last year.  Decided that we had to ‘do more’ than our previous measures of combating wild dog attacks (i.e. trapping and baiting).

I had heard of  ‘guard donkeys’ being used in Canada for protecting cattle and sheep from coyotes and wolves.  Upon logging onto the Internet and typing in ‘guard donkeys’, I found, to my surprise, numerous sites and stories re these guard donkeys, and hence the commencement of a donkey program on “Warahgai”.

In our opinion the main advantages of using donkeys instead of other guard animals are as follows:

· they consume the same as sheep

· they don’t have to be shorn or drenched

· they stay in their paddocks and are good on fences

· they live for 20-40 years

· they can handle more than one dog (a pack)

· they are very hardy animals (living in deserts)

They negatives of using donkeys are:

· They can’t have urea. Are similar to horses- urea will kill them.

· Sourcing/purchasing donkeys – there aren’t many around and none trained.

· Have to be careful around jacks (similar to stallions – more people have been killed in the world by donkeys than any other animal), and also careful when around own sheep dogs 

· Have to be careful with children around – similar to horses (we ourselves have not had any  problems as yet!)

·  May need to trim hooves in soft country

· Can be a little noisy!

OTHER INFORMATION/POINTS OF INTEREST

1.
Donkeys have to be bonded with sheep when weaned from mothers.

2.
It has been suggested to lock the donkey foal in the yards with sheep

for a couple of weeks and then transfer them into a smaller paddock.

3.
Donkeys not bonded may live with the sheep and camp with them.  This

can be enough to deter a dog.

4.
Bonded donkeys live with the mob and always come to the front of the

mob when anything approaches.

5.
Mob size per donkey:



· Flat Country

- 1 to 500

· Undulating Country
- 1 to 300

This seems okay and works but have not tried any other scenarios. Main point is one donkey per sheep camp.

6.
During the day donkey seems to place himself at the highest point in

the paddock
within the mob, appearing to be on the  “lookout”.

7.
When mustering, the donkeys travel at the lead of the mob and they 

sometimes try and block the mob.  Once moving, they generally travel 

in the centre of the mob. 


8.
The donkeys appear to be familiar/know our sheep dogs, but both

donkey and sheep dog are very “wary” of each other.

9.
In the yards, the donkeys will “have a go” at the sheep dogs if close

enough.

10.
The donkeys work through the yards okay – just don’t put too much

pressure on them in small yards.


11.
Generally treat the donkeys like a horse, but be very wary of  the

“back end” especially jacks (like to kick out at you!)

12.
There doesn’t seem to be a preference for male or female or even

geldings.  All
seem to have the instinct to ‘guard’.  We have a bonded

gelding and a jack.

13.
We have a jack that chases everything, including cats and chooks, 


endeavouring to stomp and bite them.

14.
All breeds of donkey are okay
-
Miniature







-
Irish







-
Australian







-
Mammoth

15.
We have Irish and Australian breeds.

16.
There could be problems if you have a Miniature or Irish jack and

an Australian jenny. – They could be a too short  (in height) to breed!!!

17.
Gestation is the same as a horse 50-54 weeks depending on season.

Can delay if dry (apparently up to 15 weeks)

18.
Jacks should be separated from foaling jennys as they can kill or hurt

foals!!!

19.
Since having donkeys our losses in sheep have more or less stopped. 

There has been five wild dogs trapped along our northern boundary.

However, the wild dogs were killing in our neighbour’s property but

not ours.

20.
With only ten donkeys, of which two are bonded, we move them around

to the paddocks where the dogs appear to be killing.  This seems to

work well and seems to upset the dogs’ pattern, causing the dogs to

make a mistake and enter into a trap, or move on.

PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CALL BRUCE ON THE ABOVE NUMBERS FOR ANY INFORMATION. (AND PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CALL HIM IF YOU ENCOUNTER ANY SURPLUS DONKEYS!!!)

Maremmas at Dunluce, Hughenden
By Ninian & Ann Stewart-Moore

Dunluce is a 46500ha sheep and cattle property 36km west of Hughenden in the Flinders Shire in North West Qld, and is owned by Ninian & Ann Stewart-Moore. It is predominantly open Mitchell grass downs with some timbered Boree country along the Flinders River which forms the northern boundary. Immediately to the north of the Flinders are basalt outcrops and plateaus which provide perfect cover for wild dogs. 

  By 2002, with no immediate neighbours running sheep, a less than successful 1080 program going on, and dingoes attacking their sheep almost nightly, Ninian & Ann began to consider getting out of the sheep industry altogether. They felt that they either had to do something different or get out, as being faced with fresh maulings on a regular basis was not something they wanted to be responsible for.

They had heard about stock guarding dogs, and Maremmas in particular, and decided to investigate the concept. It started with Google and ended up with them heading to Victoria to purchase 24 Maremmas, already bonded to sheep and ready to work. 

After 3 years the annual losses had gone from above 15% down to an acceptable 3% (mostly from natural causes), and Ninian & Ann believe the actual number of sheep killed by wild dogs now to be minimal (There are still plenty of dingoes around). After 6 years they believe they now have the best protected flock of sheep in Western Qld and would welcome in good spirit any challengers to that claim. They can drive past a mob of sheep late in the afternoon, see a Maremma or two out there with them, and go home and have a good night’s sleep.

 The main protection that the Maremmas give is that they occupy the territory. All dogs are territorial, that was the problem in the past, they would get rid of one lot of wild dogs and the next week there would be new ones in their place. Maremmas are nocturnal by habit and have a loud, deep bark. No evidence of altercations with wild dogs has been observed.

There are a number of essential elements to the success of running livestock protection dogs:

· All problems are solved by successful bonding of the dogs to the livestock that need to be protected, including lambs, calves etc. This process ideally starts as soon as the pups’ eyes are open and continues until around 7 months when they are mature enough to desex and be put out to work.

· Do not; do not use entire males or females in a free range situation. Keep any breeding stock under control near the house. Not only is there a risk of interbreeding, there are no other unwanted distractions and there are no downside effects.

· It is also essential to be absolutely sure of the pedigree of any dogs purchased. A half breed Maremma will look like a Maremma and have very confused and undesirable instincts.

· Do not over humanise pups as they are growing up, they will tend to want to come home to be with you and leave their stock unprotected.

It is a fine balance of being able to handle them when needed, whilst  allowing them to be                                        with their livestock as a priority.

· Young dogs must be monitored during the first 12 months, to ensure they do not become too playful with their charges.

Ninian & Ann believe there is a huge role for using livestock protection dogs in the grazing industry now, for protecting both sheep and cattle, but it has to be done correctly or it will not work effectively.

Husbandry:

Good husbandry for the Maremmas is simple but essential.

· Portable feeding stations that deny access to ruminants with ad lib dog biscuits are located near stock watering points. Meat (not sheepmeat) is taken on weekly water runs when available.

· Worming is carried out twice a year at crutching and shearing time.

· Toenails may have to be clipped depending on the type of country at these times also.

· Occasional clipping of particularly matted hair is required, but mostly there is very little problem with their coats.

There is a huge amount of information about Livestock Protection Animals on the internet, some interesting articles are:

“Guard Animals for Livestock Protection, Existing and Potential Use in Australia”, by David Jenkins, can be found at

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/sheep/management/general/guard-animals 

Livestock Guarding Dogs: Their Current Use Worldwide, by R. Rigg can be found at

www.canids.org/occasionalpapers 

Other websites of interest:

www.companionsforlife.com.au
www.maremmano.com 

Review of the Queensland Wild Dog Strategy and  Memorandum of Understanding 

By Peter Kenny

Wild dogs (feral domestic dogs, dingoes and hybrids) cost Queensland an estimated $33 million a year in livestock losses, disease spread and control. 

State and local governments, together with industry, already commit significant resources to tackling the wild dog issue; including maintaining the Wild Dog Barrier Fence and research into management techniques.

The Queensland Wild Dog Strategy (the Strategy), which was prepared in 2002, sets a framework for decision-making and priority setting and coordinating stakeholder actions with regards to wild dog management. 

The Strategy has four desired outcomes:

· effective control of all wild dogs inside the Wild Dog Barrier Fence

· reduction of the detrimental impacts of wild dogs outside the Wild Dog Barrier Fence

· reduction of wild dog impacts in the coastal, semi-urban and rural residential management zone

· conservation of dingo populations.

The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the management of wild dogs inside the wild dog barrier and check fences was developed in 2005 to improve coordination of control programs for wild dogs inside the Wild Dog Barrier Fence. It formalises stakeholder partnerships and sets out the roles and responsibilities of State government, local government, AgForce and the Environmental Protection Agency in relation to the control of wild dogs inside the Fence. 

Since the preparation of the Strategy and MoU, significant research has been undertaken that sheds new light onto the issue of wild dog control. Industry has also raised concerns regarding the effectiveness of existing control programs. 

The Premier, the Honourable Anna Bligh MP, recently announced that the Queensland Government will review the Strategy to reflect current knowledge and experience with wild dog management in Queensland.

This review will look at issues like:

· changing grazing practices inside and outside of the Wild Dog Barrier Fence

· resourcing

· research

· the impact of wild dogs on domestic animals and people's safety in closely settled areas

· the conservation of the dingo. 

The review represents and opportunity to reinvigorate Queensland’s efforts and ensure that landholders are using the latest research and strategies to further protect Queensland’s grazing industry.

Mr Peter Kenny, former AgForce President, has been asked to lead the review of the Queensland Wild Dog Management Strategy and the MoU. The review will include consultation with key stakeholders. 

A series of stakeholder workshops across Queensland are planned. The issues, ideas and key themes raised at these meetings will be recorded to ensure it is encapsulated and considered during the review process. An Issues Paper is being prepared to assist in that consultation.

The review will report back to the Premier by December 2008. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Leading Sheep is a producer network which aims to deliver new skills and knowledge to create a more profitable and viable sheep and wool industry. It is backed by Australian Wool Innovation and DPI&F with support from AgForce.

The Leading Sheep Project was started in Queensland 3 years ago. There are four regions throughout Queensland with the North and Central West region extending from Blackall in the south to as far east, west and north as there are sheep. 

The program is overseen by a State Advisory Panel consisting of four Producer representatives, two of whom are from the North and Central West – Jack Banks “Springleigh” Blackall current Chair of the panel and Agforce representative, and Jenny Keogh “Terrick Merinos” based at Amaroo, Blackall. In addition there are two representatives from DPI & F and one from AWI on the Panel.

Each Region has a Committee consisting of a Co-ordinator, an Extension Officer [DPI & F rep] and a number of producers &/or other interested people. 

The key role of the Committee is to identify regional needs, priorities and opportunities and promote available projects and workshops to fellow producers and others who have an interest in the sheep and wool industries. Cattle producers are also welcome to participate in workshops of relevance and interest to them.

The roles of the Co-ordinator and Extension Officer are complementary and are related to ensuring the identified needs and priorities of producers and relevant others are addressed where possible. 

The Leading Sheep North and Central West Committee has 8 members ranging in area from Blackall in the south, Quilpie in the west, Muttaburra in the east and Hughenden in the north.
North and Central West Leading Sheep Committee:

Virginia Wacker: Co-ordinator 
“Alice Downs” Blackall. 

Ph: 46 574 132; Mobile: 0427 280 312; Email: alicedowns@bigpond.com
Ruth Allan: Extension Officer 
DPI & F., Longreach.

Ph: 46501256; Email: Ruth.Allan@dpi.qld.gov.au
Wendy Sheehan: “Trinidad” Quilpie Ph: 46 563 031, Email: trinidad2@bigpond.com
Buckles Peacey: “Laidlaw” Longreach Ph: 46 585 341, Email: klpeacey@bigpond.com.au
David Fysh: “Acacia Downs” Longreach Ph: 46 585 616, Email: littlefysh@bigpond.com
 Ninian Stewart-Moore: “Dunluce” Hughenden Ph: 47 411 516, 

                                                                                           Email: dunluce@dunluce.com.au
David Counsell: “Dunblane” Barcaldine Ph 46 512 498 

                                                                                     Email: davidjcounsell@bigpond.com
Ben Chandler: “Gregory Park” Barcaldine Ph 46 511 760, Mobile: 0428 511 637
                                                                                           Email: chandlerben@bigpond.com
 If you have a suggestion, question or idea that you would like Leading Sheep to try and address on your behalf, please contact a Committee member.

Leading the way for a more profitable Queensland sheep and wool industry through new technologies, knowledge and skills


North & Central West Qld Region


www.leadingsheep.com.au
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